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CORRECT VALIDATION OF THE GENERIC NAME 
ACALLEPITRIX BECHYNE 1959 (CHRYSOMELIDAE: ALTICINAE) 


TERRY N. SEENO 


Systematic Entomology Laboratory, Calif. Dept. of Food and Agric., 
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 


A nomenclaturally acceptable proposal of the neotropical genus Acallepitrix 
by Bechyné in 1959 (7) was preceded by 2 nomenclaturally unacceptable proposals 
of the generic name and by several new combination proposals and new species de- 
scriptions. 

Both generic descriptions (2,3) published prior to 1959 are invalid because they 
lack the original designation of a type-species required by the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature (I.C.Z.N.) for new nominal genera proposed for more 
than one included species after 1930. In 1959 (7), "Acallepitrix n.gen." was proposed, 
accompanied by a type-species designation: “Generotypus: Chalcoides erichsoni Jac.". 
Specific names proposed (1,2,3,6) before 1959 in Acallepitrix are available even though 
published in combination with a generic name unavailable at the time of their de- 
scription [I.C.Z.N. Art. 17(3)]. As for species (1,3,4) transferred from other genera be- 
fore 1959 to the then unavailable Acallepitrix, we can accept Bechyné's referrals. 

Two Bechyné papers published after the valid 1959 description contain differing 
citations to the place and date of publication of Acallepitrix. In 1963, Bechyné and 
Bechyné (11) correctly cited the 1959 description (7) of the genus. However, in 1970, 
Bechyné (8) cited the 1957 reference (3) as the valid description of Acallepitrix and 
designated one of the included species (Crepidodera coracina Boheman 1859) as type. 
This was incorrect. The 1959 description of the genus Acallepitrix satisfies the rules 
of nomenclature of the I.C.Z.N. with regard to description of a genus and designation 
of a type-species after 1930. Chalcoides erichsoni Jacoby 1902 is thus the type species 
of the genus Acallepitrix, by original designation. 
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